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Part IV. Fire Management Plan

Fire History

Prescribed burns for dry prairie management were implemented by the Florida
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission in 1988. Two burn units were established on
the west side of the FDMCA north and south of Fort Drum Creek. The units were 387.8
acres (157 hectares) and 728.6 acres (295 hectares), respectively. The prescription
included winter burns for fuel reduction and summer burns for habitat improvement on a
two-year rotation schedule. Only one burn w~s completed, however, The south unit was
burned February 19th, 1988 and the north unit was burned on February 23rd of that year
(pers. comm. Laura Richards, FGFWFC). Arson fires and cattleman burns were certainly
a part of the property's fire history, but information related to these events was not readily
available for this report.

Fire Management Objectives

1. Restoration. Apply prescriptions burns using appropriate fire frE~quencies to restore
and maintain fire subclimax communities such as mesic flatwoods, Ijry and wet prairies,
and floodplain marsh.

2. Wildfire Drevention. Apply prescription fires to manage fuel accu mulations that would
otherwise increase the incidence of wildfires.

3. 'Habitat imorovement. Use fire to improve or maintain habitat for wildlife.

4. Comoliance. Comply with the State of Florida's forest fire laws.

Strategies

Restoration of Fire Reaimes. Prescription burns will be IJsed to restore and
manage the fire subclimax communities of the FDMCA.

JQnition Methods. Two methods are possible -ground and aerial ignition.
Prescribed burns initiated by ground crews will be nec:essary on burn plots
totalling less than 300 acres. Aerial ignition usin~1 helicopter is more
efficient for plots totalling more than 300 acres. An exception to aerial
ignition will be made where fuel loads are heavy and additional precautions
are necessary to protect local highways, transmission lines, and adjacent
communities needing fire exclusion.

I~ Wet season {Summer-early Fall} prescribed burns are preferred
over dry season {Winter-Spring} burns because they mimic natural fire
regimes. Wet season burns are also less intense as compared to dry
season burns, and are more likely to create a mo!)aic effect within the
managed community. 013 3 4 0 4 0 0 1
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